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military preparations, as the period of the  great  feasts
which celebrate the end of the rains came round.
All his commissariat arrangements, the establishment of
granaries near Dessye, at Gondar and Debra Tabor, were
completed. The troops had already been mobilised in
Gore and other outlying provinces. It remained to pre-
pare the final act of preparation and mobilise the people of
Shoa with the war drums of the Imperial Gibbi.
As the Tigre Province began to dry and the wind over
Addis veered to the north, he thought over the bareness of
the armies which would have to defend Ethiopia : the few
machine-guns, the wretched rifles, the low supplies of
ammunition. The arms embargo was crumbling, but it
had not yet been swept away : his whole plan of armaments
for the north had to be remodelled because of it. He
needed money.
He had postponed the importation of arms until late in
the summer, so that Ethiopia should not be accused of
aggressive attentions. When he had tried to import them
the embargo had been imposed. When he had hoped to
use the money of the Rickett Concession to repair the
damage, the diplomatic combination of the Great Powers
had prevented him from selling what was his own.
There was one course left, to ask for a munitions
loan.
It was on the day of the King's Maskal that I was invited
to the Little Gibbi. The Emperor had just been informed
that the Italian Government rejected the scheme of the
Committee of Five.
" This is the final effort of the League of Nations," he
said, " to preserve peace by discussion between the parties.
Negotiation in anything like a reasonable atmosphere
approaches its end."
And he proceeded to give his idea of the sanctions which
he hoped would be used to combat aggression. An
embargo on the export to Italy of vital raw materials : the
closure of the Suez Canal to Italian traffic connected with
the war. Finally, he asked for the collaboration of the
other powers with Ethiopia by the provision of arms and
munitions, motor oils, lubricating materials, aeroplanes
and officer instructors.
He leant forward earnestly to say that he wished to make

